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Our Scrapbook 
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Man is basically a battlefield…a dark cellar in which a well-bred spinster lady 
and a sex-crazed monkey are forever engaged in mortal combat, the struggle  
being refereed by a rather nervous bank clerk. 
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The UP’s language allows them to think and speak in abstractions, and about 
things or processes not physically present. If one of them is proficient in the use 
of language – particularly if it is a male – it gains him prestige, in part because 
good speech allows him to more effectively manipulate, for better or worse, the 
behavior of his fellows. An important means of manipulation among the UP is 
gossip. 

 
Unfortunately, the UP overestimate the objectivity of their mode of thought (it is 
particularly unobjective when they compare their in-group with out-groups). 
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the tedium of learning by rote…since it creates an aversion to learning and to 
poetry….One of the brain’s spontaneous techniques for fixing anything in the 
conscious memory , in other words for making it easier to recall, is to connect it 
with a visual image. And the more absurd, exaggerated, grotesque that image is, 
the more unforgettable is the thing to which we connect it…The release of playful 
imagination also releases energy, and the brain soon becomes skilful at what it 
enjoys…But the cartoon is only a first stage... After a few replays, the words enter 
the long-term memory, and the cartoon begins to fall away. 
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This man asked the machine to compute whether one day it would think 
like a human being. The computer computed for days and nights till it 
finally flashed the following answer:  

“ Ahhh…that reminds me of a story…"  
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When the women are readie to travel with Child, they are commonly delivered when they are all 
alone; and their Husbands in the fields, as it fortuned upon a time, as I and some other of my 
friends went to walke in the fields, and into the Villages where the Canariins dwell. And having 
thirst, I went to one of the Canariins houses to aske some water, therewith to refresh us, and 
because I was very thirstie, I stooped down and thrust my head in at the doore, asking for some 
water, where I espied a woman alone within the house, tying her cloth fast about her middle, and 
before her having a wooden Trough (by the Portugals called Gamello) full of water, where shee 
stood and washed a Child, whereof as then she had newly beene delivered without any helpe: 
which having washt, she laid it Naked on the ground upon a great Indian Figge leafe, and desired 
me to stay and she would presently give me water. When I understood by her that she had as then 
been newly delivered of that Child without any helpe, I had no desire to drinke of her water. 
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Wenzu rubbed his hands. ‘What shall we say? Sixteen pounds? 
‘What?’  

The real bargaining began. But even this was more formal than real, like the  
end of a dance in which pattern was all, and feeling almost excluded. There  
was a certain price, father Salvatore knew, which Wenzu would take; It might  
not be quite as high as sixteen pounds, but it would be very close to it. 

The Maltese did not bargain like Arabs, or like Indians, or like Jews in a Lebanese 
Bazaar; they had their own style. Not for them the inflated demand, and then the 
acceptance of half what they asked. They set a good price, a fighting price; and from  
that, if they chose to retreat, it would be a single step backwards – and it would not be  
taken at all if they were treated rudely, or roughly, or with the contempt of the tourist  
for the seller of trinkets. Wenzu would turn his head aside, and that would be that. 

It did not happen. ‘For you, and for the wedding, fourteen pounds’  Wenzu said. 
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…af t er  days of  wear i ng bl ack,  Hi l l ar y appear ed i n a 
peach out f i t  t o emphasi se her  f emi ni ne vul ner abi l i t y .  
Over ni ght ,  t he f ol k deep i n Republ i can t er r i t or y who 
woul d ot her wi se have been her  enemi es r ose t o her  
def ence and t ol d t he medi a t o st op houndi ng her .  
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Knocki ng back a beer  and a whi sky shot  i n an I ndi ana 
bar ,  t he f or mer  f i r st  l ady r emi ni sced about  how her  dad 
had t aught  her  t o shoot  as a l i t t l e gi r l .  Anyone woul d 
t hi nk she and Bi l l  commut ed bet ween t hei r  t wo mansi ons 
i n “ a f i ve- year - ol d For d pi ckup wi t h a gun r ack and a 
‘ Jesus Rocks! ’  bumper  st i cker ” .  

�
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But  on t he Bar bar a Wal t er s show,  she was car ef ul  t o 
r eveal  a mor e gent l e s i de:  she spoke of  maki ng bacon 
f or  br eakf ast ,  and expr essed admi r at i on f or  Laur a Bush.  
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